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An to Tara Westover and Her Remarkable Memoir

In "Educated," Tara Westover, a young woman raised in a fundamentalist
Mormon family in rural Idaho, recounts her arduous journey from isolation
and self-taught education to academic excellence at Brigham Young
University and the University of Cambridge. Her story is a testament to the
indomitable power of the human spirit and the transformative potential of
education.

Growing Up in Isolation

Westover's childhood was marked by extreme isolation. Her father, a
survivalist, instilled in her a deep distrust of the outside world, including
doctors and formal education. She grew up in a household where books
were considered dangerous and the only permissible reading materials
were religious texts.
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Forbidden Knowledge

Despite her father's prohibition, Westover harbored an insatiable thirst for
knowledge. She secretly borrowed books from the local library and
devoured them in the safety of her bedroom. She discovered a world
beyond her family's beliefs, sparking within her a growing desire to explore
and learn.

A Turning Point: Hospitalization and Mormonism

A life-threatening injury sustained during a home birth forced Westover to
confront the limitations of her isolated upbringing. She was reluctantly
taken to the hospital, where she encountered a world vastly different from
her own. This experience shattered her unwavering faith in her father's
beliefs and propelled her toward a path of self-discovery.

Brigham Young University: A New Beginning

At the age of 17, Westover made the momentous decision to attend
Brigham Young University. However, her transition to higher education was
far from easy. Her lack of formal schooling left her significantly behind her
peers, and she struggled to keep up with the academic workload.

Unwavering Determination

Despite the challenges, Westover refused to give up. She worked
relentlessly, dedicating herself to her studies both inside and outside of the
classroom. She sought help from tutors, attended extra study sessions, and
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poured over textbooks until late into the night. Her unwavering
determination paid off, as she gradually began to excel in her coursework.

Exploring New Horizons: Cambridge University

Westover's academic success at Brigham Young University earned her a
prestigious scholarship to the University of Cambridge. This move marked
a profound departure from her sheltered existence in Idaho. At Cambridge,
she thrived in an environment that encouraged critical thinking and
intellectual exploration.

Confronting the Past: Reconciliation and Understanding

"Educated" is more than just a tale of academic triumph; it is also a story of
reconciliation and understanding. Westover's journey to Cambridge brought
her face to face with her past and her family's beliefs. Through a process of
self-reflection and dialogue, she gradually gained a deeper understanding
of her family and the reasons behind their choices.

The Power of Education

"Educated" is a powerful testament to the transformative power of
education. Westover's journey demonstrates that education is not limited to
the classroom but can occur anywhere, at any time. Her story inspires us to
embrace the pursuit of knowledge and to never stop learning, regardless of
our circumstances.

Resilience and the Human Spirit

Westover's story is also a testament to the resilience of the human spirit.
Despite the adversity she faced, she never lost sight of her dreams. Her



journey is an inspiration to all who face challenges and strive to overcome
them.

: An Unforgettable Journey

"Educated" is an unforgettable memoir that captures the transformative
power of education and the indomitable spirit of a young woman who dared
to defy the limitations imposed upon her. Tara Westover's journey is a
testament to the belief that with determination and resilience, anything is
possible. Her story continues to inspire and empower countless readers
worldwide.
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