
The Scottsboro Case in Mississippi: A Tragic
Tale of Injustice and Racial Prejudice
In the annals of American history, the Scottsboro Case stands as a chilling
reminder of the pervasive racial prejudice and injustice that plagued the
nation during the Jim Crow era. This landmark case, which unfolded in
Mississippi during the Great Depression, involved the wrongful conviction
of nine African American teenagers, known as the Scottsboro Boys, on
charges of raping two white women. The events surrounding the case and
its aftermath exposed the deep-seated racism within the Southern justice
system and ignited a nationwide campaign for civil rights.
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The Scottsboro Case began on March 25, 1931, when a group of black and
white teenagers boarded a freight train traveling through Alabama. A fight
broke out between the two groups, and several of the black teenagers were
thrown off the train. They were later arrested and charged with assault and
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robbery. While in custody, the teenagers were falsely accused of raping two
white women who had been riding on the same train. The accusations were
based solely on the testimony of the women, despite the fact that there was
no physical evidence to support their claims.
The Trial and Convictions

The trial of the Scottsboro Boys was swift and unjust. The all-white jury
convicted all nine defendants of rape, and they were sentenced to death.
The convictions were based solely on the testimony of the two white
women, who claimed that they had been raped by the teenagers. The
defense presented no witnesses, and the judge refused to allow the
defendants to testify on their own behalf.

The convictions of the Scottsboro Boys sparked outrage across the nation.
The NAACP immediately took up the case and appealed the convictions to
the Alabama Supreme Court. The court upheld the convictions, and the
case was eventually appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court and Due Process

In 1932, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Powell v. Alabama that the
Scottsboro Boys had been denied their right to due process of law. The
Court found that the all-white jury had been selected in a discriminatory
manner, and that the defendants had not been provided with adequate
legal representation. The Court Free Downloaded a new trial for the
defendants.

The second trial of the Scottsboro Boys was held in Decatur, Alabama, in
1933. This time, the jury was composed of both black and white jurors. The
jury found the defendants guilty of rape, but they recommended mercy. The
judge sentenced the defendants to life in prison.



The Scottsboro Boys and the Civil Rights Movement

The Scottsboro Case became a rallying cry for the civil rights movement.
The case exposed the deep-seated racism within the Southern justice
system, and it helped to galvanize support for the fight for equal rights for
African Americans. The Scottsboro Boys spent many years in prison, but
they were eventually released on parole. They continued to fight for justice
and equality until their deaths.

The Scottsboro Case remains a powerful reminder of the struggle for civil
rights in America. It is a story of injustice, prejudice, and triumph. The case
continues to inspire people around the world to fight for justice and equality
for all.



Key Figures

Clarence Norris

Haywood Patterson
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Thurgood Marshall

Charles Hamilton Houston
Timeline

March 25, 1931: The Scottsboro Boys are arrested.

April 6, 1931: The Scottsboro Boys are convicted of rape and
sentenced to death.

November 7, 1932: The U.S. Supreme Court rules in Powell v.
Alabama that the Scottsboro Boys had been denied their right to due
process of law.

March 27, 1933: The second trial of the Scottsboro Boys begins in
Decatur, Alabama.

April 9, 1933: The Scottsboro Boys are convicted of rape and
sentenced to life in prison.

1950: Clarence Norris is paroled from prison.

1958: Haywood Patterson is paroled from prison.

1963: Ozie Powell is paroled from prison.

1976: Olen Montgomery is paroled from prison.

Further Reading

The Scottsboro Boys: A Trial That Shocked the Nation

Scottsboro Boys case

The Scottsboro Boys: A Case of Injustice

The Scottsboro Boys (film)
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