The Forging of the Fascist Alliance: A New
Perspective on the Origins of World War li

World War Il was one of the most devastating conflicts in human history. It
claimed the lives of tens of millions of people and left a lasting legacy of
destruction and suffering. The war's origins are complex and have been the
subject of much debate and scholarship.

In The Forging of the Fascist Alliance, historian Michael Neiberg argues
that the alliance between Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy was not
inevitable, but rather the result of a series of missteps and miscalculations
by both sides. Neiberg draws on extensive research to show how the two
regimes came to see each other as natural allies, despite their many
differences. He also shows how the alliance was ultimately doomed to

failure.
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Neiberg's book is a major contribution to our understanding of the origins of
World War Il. It is a must-read for anyone interested in this pivotal period in
history.

The Rise of Fascism

Fascism emerged in Europe in the aftermath of World War |. It was a
radical ideology that rejected both liberalism and socialism. Fascists
believed in the superiority of the nation-state and the need for a strong
leader to restore Free Download and prosperity. They also advocated for
violence and expansionism.

The first fascist regime came to power in ltaly in 1922. Benito Mussolini's
National Fascist Party promised to restore Italy to its former glory and to
create a new Roman Empire. Mussolini's regime was brutal and repressive,
but it also enjoyed some popular support. Fascism spread to other
countries in Europe, including Germany, Spain, and Portugal.

The Nazi-Soviet Pact

In 1939, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union signed a non-aggression
pact. This pact shocked the world, as the two regimes were ideologically
opposed. However, the pact was a strategic move by both sides. Hitler
wanted to avoid a two-front war, and Stalin wanted to buy time to prepare
for a possible conflict with Germany.

The Nazi-Soviet Pact had a profound impact on the course of World War II.
It allowed Hitler to invade Poland without fear of Soviet intervention. It also
gave Stalin the opportunity to annex eastern Poland and the Baltic states.

The Tripartite Pact



In September 1940, Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, and Imperial Japan
signed the Tripartite Pact. This pact created an alliance between the three
powers and pledged them to mutual assistance in the event of war. The
Tripartite Pact was a major step towards the outbreak of World War I1.

The Tripartite Pact was not a formal military alliance, but it did provide a
framework for cooperation between the three powers. The pact also gave
Japan the green light to expand its empire in Asia. In December 1941,
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, bringing the United States into the war.

The Failure of the Fascist Alliance

The Fascist Alliance was doomed to failure from the start. The three
powers had very different goals and ambitions. Germany wanted to
dominate Europe, Italy wanted to create a new Roman Empire, and Japan
wanted to control Asia. These conflicting goals made it impossible for the
alliance to work in the long term.

The Fascist Alliance was also weakened by the Allies. The United States,
Great Britain, and the Soviet Union formed a grand alliance to defeat the
Axis powers. The Allies had superior resources and manpower, and they
were ultimately victorious in the war.

The Forging of the Fascist Alliance is a major contribution to our
understanding of the origins of World War Il. Neiberg's book shows how the
alliance between Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy was not inevitable, but
rather the result of a series of missteps and miscalculations by both sides.
The book also shows how the alliance was ultimately doomed to failure.



The Forging of the Fascist Alliance is a must-read for anyone interested in
this pivotal period in history.

Further Reading
= The Forging of the Fascist Alliance by Michael Neiberg
= The Rise of Fascism by the History Channel
= The Tripartite Pact by Encyclopedia Britannica
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