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Carson McCullers's Reflections in a Golden Eye is a haunting and
evocative novel that explores the complexities of human nature and the
devastating consequences of repressed desire.

Set in a remote Army base in the Deep South during World War II, the
novel follows the lives of four deeply troubled individuals: Captain
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Penderton, his beautiful wife Leonora, Private Elloree, and Private
Williams.

Captain Penderton is a repressed homosexual who is unable to
consummate his marriage to Leonora. Leonora, in turn, is a frustrated and
unhappy woman who takes solace in alcohol and casual affairs.

Private Elloree is a sensitive young man who is drawn to both beauty and
violence. Private Williams is a brutal and sadistic bully who terrorizes
Elloree and the other soldiers.

As the novel progresses, the lives of these four characters become
increasingly intertwined, leading to a tragic and unforgettable climax.

Reflections in a Golden Eye is a powerful and moving novel that has been
praised by critics for its insights into the human condition.

Read an excerpt

"Reflections in a Golden Eye is a brilliant and disturbing novel that will stay
with you long after you finish it." —The New York Times
"Carson McCullers was a master of Southern Gothic, and Reflections in a
Golden Eye is one of her finest works." —The Guardian
"A tragic and unforgettable story of love, loss, and the devastating
consequences of repressed desire." —The Washington Post
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