
Magellan's Voyage Around the World: An Epic
Journey of Discovery and Adventure
Ferdinand Magellan's voyage around the world was one of the most
significant and challenging expeditions in human history. Embarking from
Spain in 1519 with five ships and a crew of over 200 men, Magellan set out
to find a westward route to the Spice Islands, a region known for its
valuable spices such as cloves and nutmeg.

The journey was fraught with challenges from the start. The ships
encountered storms, hostile natives, and disease. Magellan himself was
killed in a skirmish with natives in the Philippines in 1521. However, his
crew persevered and eventually completed the circumnavigation of the
globe, returning to Spain in 1522 with just one ship and 18 survivors.
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Magellan's voyage was a major turning point in human history. It proved
that the world was round, not flat, and it opened up new routes for trade
and exploration. The voyage also had a profound impact on the way
Europeans viewed the world, expanding their knowledge of geography and
cultures.

Key Moments of the Voyage

September 20, 1519: Magellan's fleet departs from Spain.

October 21, 1519: The fleet reaches Brazil.

November 28, 1520: The fleet discovers the Strait of Magellan, a
passage through the southern tip of South America.

March 6, 1521: The fleet enters the Pacific Ocean.

April 7, 1521: The fleet makes landfall in the Philippines.

April 27, 1521: Magellan is killed in a skirmish with natives in the
Philippines.

September 6, 1522: The remaining ships of the fleet return to Spain.

Challenges of the Voyage

Storms: The fleet encountered several storms during its journey,
including a particularly severe one in the Pacific Ocean that lasted for
weeks.

Hostile natives: The fleet encountered hostile natives in several
locations, including Brazil and the Philippines. Magellan himself was
killed in a skirmish with natives in the Philippines.



Disease: Disease was a major problem on the voyage. Many of the
crew members died from scurvy, a disease caused by a lack of vitamin
C.

Food shortages: The fleet often faced food shortages, especially
during the crossing of the Pacific Ocean. The crew was forced to eat
rats, leather, and even sawdust to survive.

Outcomes of the Voyage

Proof that the world is round: Magellan's voyage proved that the
world is round, not flat. This was a major turning point in human
history, as it opened up new possibilities for exploration and trade.

New routes for trade and exploration: Magellan's voyage opened up
new routes for trade and exploration, particularly between Europe and
Asia. The Spanish established a trade route between Spain and the
Philippines, which lasted for over 300 years.

Expansion of European knowledge: Magellan's voyage expanded
European knowledge of geography and cultures. The Europeans
learned about new lands, peoples, and customs.

Ferdinand Magellan's voyage around the world was an epic journey of
discovery and adventure. The voyage was fraught with challenges, but
Magellan's crew persevered and eventually completed the
circumnavigation of the globe. Magellan's voyage was a major turning point
in human history, as it proved that the world is round, opened up new
routes for trade and exploration, and expanded European knowledge of
geography and cultures.
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