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Bees are flying insects that play a vital role in our ecosystem. They are
responsible for pollinating over 90% of the world's flowering plants, which
means they are essential for the survival of many plants and animals.
What are the different types of bees?

There are over 20,000 species of bees in the world, but the most common
type is the honeybee. Honeybees live in colonies of up to 80,000 bees, and
they are responsible for producing honey.

Other types of bees include bumblebees, carpenter bees, and mason bees.
Bumblebees are large, hairy bees that live in small colonies. Carpenter
bees are solitary bees that nest in wood. Mason bees are also solitary bees
that nest in cavities.

How do bees communicate?
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Bees communicate with each other using a variety of methods, including
pheromones, dances, and vibrations.

Pheromones are chemical signals that bees use to identify each other and
to mark food sources. Dances are used to communicate the location of
food sources and to recruit other bees to help collect it. Vibrations are used
to communicate danger.
Why are bees important?
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Bees are essential for the survival of our planet. They pollinate over 90% of
the world's flowering plants, which means they are responsible for the
production of many of the foods we eat.

In addition to their role in pollination, bees also produce honey, beeswax,
and propolis. Honey is a natural sweetener that is used in many foods and
beverages. Beeswax is used in candles, cosmetics, and other products.
Propolis is a resinous substance that bees use to seal their hives. It has
antibacterial and antifungal properties.
What are the threats to bees?
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Bees are facing a number of threats, including habitat loss, climate change,
and pesticides.

Habitat loss is a major problem for bees. As forests and other natural areas
are cleared for development, bees lose their homes and their food sources.

Climate change is also a threat to bees. As the climate changes, the
flowering plants that bees rely on for food are changing their ranges. This
can make it difficult for bees to find food, and it can also lead to a decline in
the bee population.
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Pesticides are another major threat to bees. Pesticides can kill bees
directly, and they can also weaken their immune systems, making them
more susceptible to diseases.
What can we do to help bees?

There are a number of things we can do to help bees, including:

Planting bee-friendly flowers

Providing bees with water and shelter

Reducing our use of pesticides

Supporting beekeepers
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By taking these simple steps, we can help to protect bees and ensure their
survival for future generations.

To learn more about bees, check out the book Fascinating Answers to
Questions About Bees Animals.
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