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Conkers
After the horrors of the Holocaust, many survivors struggled to find a place
in the world. For some, the scars were too deep, and they were never able
to fully recover. But for others, there was a glimmer of hope. They found
new homes, new families, and new lives.

One of those survivors was Eva Clarke. Eva was born in Czechoslovakia in
1929. Her family was Jewish, and they were forced into hiding when the
Nazis invaded. In 1944, Eva and her family were captured and sent to
Auschwitz. Eva's parents and sister were killed in the gas chambers, but
Eva survived. She was liberated from Auschwitz in 1945, but she was
forever changed by her experiences.
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After the war, Eva came to England. She met and married a British soldier,
and they had two children. Eva never forgot the horrors she had witnessed,
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but she was determined to build a new life for herself and her family.

In 1985, Eva published her memoir, After the War: From Auschwitz to
Ambleside Conkers. The book is a powerful and moving account of Eva's
experiences during the Holocaust and her subsequent life in England. It is
a story of hope and resilience, and it is a reminder of the importance of
never giving up, even in the darkest of times.

Here is an excerpt from the book:

“I remember the day we were liberated from Auschwitz. I was
so weak and sick that I could barely stand. But I was alive. I
had survived. I was free.

I was taken to a hospital in England, where I slowly began to
recover. I was reunited with my husband, and we started a new
life together.

It was not easy at first. I had nightmares about Auschwitz
every night. I was afraid to leave the house. But I had my
husband and my children, and they helped me to heal.

One day, I was playing with my children in the park. They were
playing conkers, and I joined in. I had never played conkers
before, but I quickly learned. I was good at it, and I started to
win. My children were so proud of me.



Playing conkers was a small thing, but it meant a lot to me. It
was a sign that I was finally starting to feel like myself again. I
was no longer a victim of the Holocaust. I was a mother, a wife,
and a friend.

I am now 87 years old. I have lived a long and happy life. I have
a wonderful husband, two loving children, and four beautiful
grandchildren. I am grateful for every day that I have.

I tell my story because I want people to know that there is
hope, even after the darkest of times. No matter what you have
been through, you can rebuild your life. You can find
happiness again.”

After the War: From Auschwitz to Ambleside Conkers is a must-read for
anyone who is interested in the Holocaust, World War II, or the power of
the human spirit.

About the Author

Eva Clarke was born in Czechoslovakia in 1929. She survived the
Holocaust and came to England in 1945. She married a British soldier and
had two children. Eva Clarke died in 2017.
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